


badger Jessie, threatening him with the electric chair and finally coerced a confession, containing 
major inconsistencies. 

The police then managed to convince Jessie to implicate Damien and Jason in the triple homicide as 
well. The police officers had what many have since referred to as "Damien tunnel vision". The police 
wanted Damien and took advantage of Jessie in order to get him.

It is believed that at this point Jessie was coerced by police officers to implicate Damien Echols and 
Jason Baldwin, two acquaintances from school, who similarly to himself, had a few minor offenses 
on their police records, making them easy targets. Damien was a particularly easy target with his 
shoulder-length black hair, favoring Metallica music and black clothing. Interested in Wicca and 
poetry, he was labeled a Satanist by the community, ignorant of beliefs other than the local brand. 
After enduring an extremely one-sided trial, it took only one month to convict the young men.

Sixteen-year-old Jason Baldwin and 17-year-old Jesse Misskelley received life sentences and 18-year-
old Damien Echols was sentenced to death by lethal injection. They were convicted on circumstantial 
evidence alone. It is obvious that the judge was siding with the prosecution from the beginning. The 
judge, prosecutor and police all built their careers on this publicized case and none of these men will 
admit they acted upon their prejudices and made a colossal mistake. 

Damien recently celebrated his 35th birthday, last year, on death row. The least we can do is to share 
their story. Please do the same; we really can make the difference by making the international 
community aware that such injustice and atrocity continues today in Arkansas.
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